
Wayne Ralph Steuck
March 22, 1947 - July 24, 2021

Wayne Ralph Steuck, 74 years old, beloved husband, father, Bopa, and friend
to many, passed away on July 24th after a 4-year battle with pulmonary
fibrosis. While we were not ready to let him go and miss him dearly, we take
comfort in knowing he is no longer struggling. 

Wayne was born in Stevens Point, Wisconsin to Helen and Ralph Steuck. He
was the oldest of three rambunctious boys, and the stories he and his
brothers told of growing up together are aplenty. These stories included
drinking beer at the shack, working on the family farm, time spent with many
cousins, and endless other hilarious yet terrifying tales. Wayne was a lefty and
played first base on a county hard ball team until he got drafted. He also filled
in on first base for the “Sadies and Jerrys” softball team in town. He graduated
in 1965 from PJ Jacobs High School in Stevens Point, WI, was drafted into
the Army and assigned to Ft. Sheridan, IL. This is where he was working as a
military police officer, and was first spotted by his future wife, as she drove
onto base with some girlfriends. A date followed after a bet from friends.
Wayne and Wendy were married 4 months later. They recently celebrated
their 54th wedding anniversary together. 

 

Wayne and Wendy lived near Ft. Sheridan, IL, where their oldest son Kenneth
was born, lived briefly in Wisconsin, and then moved to OR where Michael
and Cheri joined the family. Wayne later joined the Navy for three years and



the family moved to California. After his three years were complete, they
returned to OR to raise their kids. Wayne joined the Oregon Army National
Guard in Corvallis and retired after serving 20 years. He also worked at OSU
Housing and Dining Services, first in a warehouse, and then at McNary dining
hall until his retirement. 

 

As empty nesters Wayne and Wendy enjoyed road trips together, including
visits to Wisconsin, with favorite stops for Wayne at the Spam Museum and
the Black Hills. They also traveled to Hawaii and made several trips to NC and
FL to visit their kids and grandkids. Wayne’s grandkids fought over who was
Bopas “favorite grandchild.” Spoiler alert-he loved them all and was equally as
proud of each of them. 

His hobbies included trains, tractors, history, fishing, metal detecting, tinkering
in his garage, eating KFC (his favorite!!), watching the Green Bay Packers,
and sharing his wealth of knowledge with others, because he knew something
about everything. He also had an impressive collection of Hawaiian shirts and
wore them often. He could often be found talking to one of his brothers or his
cousin Leif on the phone. Those were very special relationships to him. He
was very patriotic and proud of his military service and made sure to attend
the Veterans Day assemblies at his grandkids’ school each year. Wayne was
a friend to everyone, and chances are good that if you had a conversation
with him, he talked your ear off. He had a tough exterior, and the softest, most
loving heart. 

 

Wayne is survived by his wife of 54 years Wendy, his children Kenneth,
Michael, and Cheri (Dennis), his brothers Mike and Jim, numerous nieces,
nephews, cousins, and other family members. He is also survived by his
grandkids Ashley, Riley, Kennedy, Connor, Abbi, and Logan. 

Wayne was preceded in death by his parents Ralph and Helen Steuck. 



The family would like to thank everyone that played a part in loving and caring
for Wayne over the past 4 years, no matter how big or small that role was. We
also want to thank Misty who took exceptional care of him, made him laugh,
and was always a bright spot in his day. 

 

A celebration of life will take place on September 18 at 2:00pm at 4 Spirits
Distillery in South Corvallis. Please RSVP to Cheri at (541)207-4953



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

SEP 18. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (PT)

Four Spirits Distillery
3405 SW Deschutes Street
Corvallis, OR 97333
https://4spiritsdistillery.com/

https://4spiritsdistillery.com/
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Jimmy & Kathy - August 20, 2021 at 09:23 AM

Love this guy, deserves to be remembered and
honored............What a guy, we have many wonderful memories,
especially when our kids and Wayne and Wendy's kids were
young.............hanging out, fun times, living pretty close to them, All
through the years this great guy has been our in-law brother and
friend, sharing knowledge on many topics and interesting bits of
information.(People,places, farm equipment and trains!) He is a
patriot, loving his country and serving in it more than once. He has
taken great care of his bride of 54 years and family and we are so
grateful and honored he was in our lives......... much love to Wendy
and the kids and grandkids who love him deeply... One
day....reunited. In the meantime, memories in the heart...........Much
forever love, Jimmy and Kathy.

Nanc - August 04, 2021 at 07:25 PM

I have often said that I wish the world was full of "Wayne's" like our
Wayne. A very kind, respectful, sweet man. You will forever hold a
special place in my heart. Thanks for making Michael smile! 

 Nanc



Linda Corey - August 03, 2021 at 10:46 AM

Wendy and family, So sorry to hear of Wayne's passing. He was in
my sisters class in High School and hung out with Gabby, Leif, and
others in our class and of course I knew Mkie. Please know I am
thinking about you all and have you in my prayers. 
 
Linda Wicke Corey 
Class of 1966 

 PJ Jacobs High School 
 Stevens Point, WI

McHenry Funeral Home - August 02, 2021 at 06:32 PM

6 files added to the album Photos
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John (GABBY) Garbalagtys - August 02, 2021 at 11:25 PM

Dear Wendy and Steuck Family, Thinking of all of you, and please
know you are all in my thoughts and prayers. As far as Wayne
goes....What can I say. He along with his other brothers were some of
my "BESTEST BUDDIES" WE had some fun times, great memories,
and most of all great friendships. I am looking forward to our Wisconsin
memorial to one of my best friends. Rest In Peace Buddy and know
you will always be in my heart. Love Ya, Gabby!!!


