
Michael Ray Washington
October 6, 1956 - December 29, 2022

On the morning of December 29, 2022, Michael (Mike) Washington of Albany,
Oregon passed away at the age of 66. 

 Mike was born in 1956 in Whittier, California to James and Marcile
Washington. Throughout his life Mike loved wildlife, friends and especially his
family. Mike is preceded in death by his son, Andrew Washington. Mike is
survived by his parents James and Marcile Washington, his wife Pauletta
Washington, sister Becky Lehr (her husband Greg), brother Todd Washington,
son Aaron Burright (his wife Brittany), daughter Beth Lee (husband Nate),
step daughters Wendy Clark, Brandy Slabaugh Davis, and daughter in-law
Amy Washington-Owens. As well as many nieces, nephews, grandchildren
and great children. 

 Mike never hesitated to volunteer his time to help others in any way he could.
Mike was “Hoss” of the family. He was a big man in stature and heart. There
never was a person that didn’t get along with Mike. His wife Pauletta said, “I
fell in love with him the very first time I saw him.” Mike and Pauletta were
married for the past 24 years and both were at family functions on both
Pauletta’s side of the family as well as Mike’s. They surrounded themselves
with family. 

 Mike’s family lived in multiple states throughout his life and they settled in
Oregon in 1977. Mike joined the family there after spending 4 years in the
Army (1975-1979). After being honorably discharged in 1979 and moving to
Oregon, he joined the Oregon National Guard. He eventually retired from the



Guard in the early 2000’s. Mike loved his country. 
Mike became employed by the Corvallis School District and worked in their
facility maintenance department for several years and retired when the Covid
pandemic hit. The last job Mike held with the district was being the school
steward at Jefferson Elementary School in Corvallis. Mike was loved by
everyone at the school. Teachers, children, and parents all knew him as “Mr.
Mike”. Mike had the ability to help students that were having a rough day turn
things around and have a good day. His heart was even bigger than he was
and it was always open and caring. 

 After retiring in 2020 he enjoyed working on his landscape. He enjoyed
gardening and his front and backyard always looked like a beautiful park. He
enjoyed tinkering on things and always had the ability to take things apart
much better than putting them back together again. Mike’s sense of humor
served him well throughout life. Along with enjoying his yard he also took a
liking to golf. He spent many days with his brother Todd on the course. 

 When Mike was not working on his own house and landscape you could
usually find him at his parents’ house helping them with different things and
chores that he seemed to always have time for. Mike spent numerous hours
taking them to appointments, helping with meals, and in general just being
there for them. 

 The family will be holding a public memorial service at the Albany City Church
on January 20 at 3:00pm,. Mike will be greatly missed by his family, friends
and all of the people he came to know throughout his life. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the family to help off set any final
expenses. They may be sent c/o McHenry’s Funeral Home, 206 NW 5th NW
Street, Corvallis, OR, 97330.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

JAN 20. 3:00 PM (PT)

Albany City Church
2418 SE Geary St, Albany, OR 97322
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Chris Hanson - January 20, 2023 at 09:51 PM

I met Mr. Washington at Jefferson when I went there but we all
knew him as Mr. Mike. I used to help do the recycling for him during
recess and stop by his office on my “bathroom” breaks. I always
would just stop by and say hi and steal some of his candy. I looked
up to Mr.Mike as a father figure. When I graduated in fifth grade I
always wanted to come back and now being in tenth grade, I wish I
would’ve came back a few years ago and said hi. He always wanted
to come out and see me play football and I wish I could’ve came
and asked to come. I miss Mr. Mike, may he rest easy.

Emily Quaka - January 13, 2023 at 12:20 PM

So sorry for your loss. My kids went to Jefferson and Mr. Mike was
kind, caring, and always looking out for the kids. We'd see him take
the flag down every day after school. I was sad to hear of his
passing.

Tyler Messenger - January 10, 2023 at 05:11 PM

Mike was a guy I was drawn to immediately at work. Mike and I
loved to talk about cars and different builds and the latest and
greatest in the automotive world. 
He was so kind and patient with the students at our school. When
he retired he left some huge shoes to fill. Everyone here is feeling
the loss. We miss you, Mike. I'm praying for Mike and his family.

Rolland House - January 07, 2023 at 02:31 PM

Prayers for Becky and all the family!
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Amy Washington-Owens - January 07, 2023 at 08:17 AM

Oh Mike, we are so blessed to have shared so many adventures
together. We love you and miss you and your amazing, playful,
always tender attitude. 

Michelle Slabaugh - January 04, 2023 at 10:59 PM

Michelle Slabaugh lit a candle in memory of
Michael Washington


