
Michael Allen Scalf
December 23, 1948 - February 4, 2021

Mike was the fifth of six children - 4 boys and 2 girls born in Indianapolis,
Indiana to Paul and Geraldine Scalf. His family moved west several times,
where work could be found, eventually settling in Riverside, California. 

 

He married his high school sweetheart, Constance Fetskos, on April 25, 1970
and six days later deployed to his first duty station as a Navy radioman in the
Philippine Islands. Later he was assigned to the USS Jason that took him
from San Diego to Japan and Hong Kong and back. After serving his four
years in the Navy, he graduated from California State University at San Diego
with a B.A. in History and a minor in Geography. In 1978, he received his
teaching certificate prior to moving with his wife and daughter, Melissa, to
Corvallis, for potential employment opportunities. 

 

Mike served several schools as a substitute teacher for several years in
Corvallis, Lebanon and Albany school districts. His first full time employment
was at the Farm Home working with special education students. He did submit
an application for "Teacher in Space" but was not chosen to join the
astronauts on the fatal Challenger mission. 

 

To continue in this field of education, he then obtained a Master of Science in
Education with a Teaching endorsement in Learning Disabilities/Handicapped
Learner in 1987 from Western Oregon State College. 



When the Juvenile Detention Center opened in Albany Mike was hired as their
first teacher for those children, teaching all ages as young as 9 to 18 years
old, all levels of learning, assisting them to academically achieve more than
they had in their past, which gave Mike great satisfaction. He as always
pleased whenever meeting his former students from his various schools,
when they would share their success with him. 

 

After retirement the American Legion became a second home to him, acting
as an officer in the Lebanon Post 51, volunteering for many of their programs
and activities for children including Chairman for Boys State, the Oratorical
Scholarship Contest, and the Law Enforcement Career Camp. 

 

It was his honor to accompany Dick May, a World War II veteran, on an Honor
Flight to Washington D.C. to see the monuments and celebrate the Greatest
Generation. He and Connie then took her father to D.C. to honor his World
War II and 28 year military service. 

 

All who knew Mike knew how much he loved his family and friends, enjoyed
his sense of humor, his love of music, his eagerness to always educate and
inform, his compassion, generosity and consideration of others, 

 

Preceding Mike in death were his dad and mom; sisters Sharon Roller and
Karen Carrell, and brother Ronald. Those who remember Mike now are wife
of 50 years, Connie; daughter, Melissa; brother Paul Scalf of Riverside,
California and Dempsey Scalf of Port Neches, Texas. 

 

In 1992, Mike and Connie's dream home, a dome on a hill overlooking the
valley, was completed and he often said that he lived in Paradise…. He truly is
now. 

 



Please leave condolences for the family at www.mchenryfuneralhome.com
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Angie McKinney - March 02, 2021 at 03:18 PM

We would like to express our sincere sympathy for the loss of
Michael. He will be missed by all who knew him. He was one of the
first men to join The American Legion Auxiliary when it was opened
to spouses. Angie McKinney, Dept. Chaplain, ALA Dept. of Oregon.

Andrew & Carissa Kinder - February 09, 2021 at 09:16 PM

Mike was the first friendly face we were greeted by as we moved
into our home, and he came with a beautiful bouquet to top it off.
We will never forget that kind gesture and we enjoyed seeing the
many happy waves and greetings he gave us and the kids. May you
Rest In Peace.
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Sue McGuire Thompson - February 09, 2021 at 02:19 PM

Mike was a wonderful teacher, person and friend. As a long time
probation officer I had youth asking to return to detention to be in
school with Mike. I knew he was a special teacher when youth were
willing to be locked up to be taught by Mike. Latter in my career and
after Mike retired from teaching in detention, I tracked him down
when I was in need of a teacher in an alternative school for youth
who had be removed from public school. Even though Mike was
enjoying his garden and his hobbies, he agreed to come and help
me out, like the giving person he was. (Thanks to Connie wanting a
new washer and dryer, thank you Connie). Mike gave his all to the
students and left our students with knowledge that only Mike could
impart, his patiences and willingness to give once again shined
through. Mike deeply touched everyone he came in contact. The
world is missing a wonderful spirit. Mike we tip our hat and a shot of
tequila in your memory you will be missed. Thank you Connie and
Melissa for sharing Mike with all of us. 
 
Sue McGuire Thompson

Janet Swensen - February 09, 2021 at 01:16 PM

Want to share my condolences! Mike always
had a spark of energy in his eyes! He cared
deeply about people and youth! I worked with
Mike at Community Services Consortium in
the Learning Center. I still have his cork hot
pad with wood frame sitting on my table that he made for me when
we bought our house. Found memories! Janet Swensen


