Mary E. Gerding

October 16, 1919 - June 5, 2013

Mary Elizabeth Gerding, 93, peacefully passed away on Wednesday, June 5,
2013 with her family at her side. She was born October 16, 1919 on Kiger
Island, south of Corvallis, to Adolf and Lucy King Fromherz. A life-long
resident of the Willamette Valley, working on the family farm on Kiger Island
until age six and then in Lebanon through her early years; attending both
grade and high school in Lebanon; and working as a nurse at the Lebanon
Hospital.

On October 12, 1941 she married Leo Gerding of Corvallis who preceded her
in death in 1985 after forty-four wonderful years of marriage. After Leo’s
service in the Navy during WWII, Mary and Leo settled in Corvallis where they
raised their family. Mary worked in Corvallis throughout their marriage:
originally working many years at Gerding’s Grocery, followed by ten years as
the Manager of the China Department at Lipman and Wolfe, and concluding
with numerous years as a needlepoint instructor at Linn-Benton Community
College. She always enjoyed her time with family and friends. Her hobbies
included sewing, needlepoint, knitting, gardening, and cooking. She was very
active, enjoying her walks and riding her stationary bicycle. She loved to play
cards and was well-known for her unique ability to remember and share her
endless jokes.

Mary’s original family extends back to the mid-1800’s as residents of the



Willamette Valley. She is a direct descendent (great-great granddaughter) of
Nahum and Sorepta King, who settled in King's Valley in 1846 and for whom
King’s Valley is named. Her great grandfather, Solomon King, was Sheriff of
Benton County from 1876 to 1886.

Mary was preceded in death by her mother and father, all eight of her brothers
and sisters, and her husband. She is survived by her five children and their
families: daughter and son-in-law Janet and Richard King of Newberg, son
and daughter-in-law Dick and Sandy Gerding of Corvallis, twin daughters and
son-in-laws Kathy and Dennis Martin of Albany and Karen and David Raskin
of Grants Pass, and son and daughter-in-law Ken and Robbi Gerding of
Portland; eleven grand-children; and twenty-nine great-grandchildren.

Mary was a devoted lifetime member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church following
her Baptism there in 1919.

A Rosary/Vigil will take place at 7:00 pm, Friday June 14th at McHenry
Funeral Home in Corvallis. A funeral mass is planned for 11:00 am, Saturday
June 15th at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 501 NW 25th Street in Corvallis. The
casket will be open one hour prior to the mass. Private burial will be held at St.
Mary’s Catholic Cemetery.

Contributions in memory of Mary Gerding can be made to Benton Hospice, or
to St. Mary’s Catholic Church in care of McHenry Funeral Home, 206 N.W.
Fifth St., Corvallis, OR 97330



Cemetery Details

St. Mary's Cemetery

Corvallis, OR

Previous Events

Rosary

JUN 14. 7:00 PM (PT)

McHenry Funeral Home

206 NW 5th St.

Corvallis, OR 97330

(541) 757-8141
info@mchenryfuneralhome.com

Funeral Mass

JUN 15. 11:00 AM (PT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
501 NW 25th St.
Corvallis, OR


mailto:info@mchenryfuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall

McHenry Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Mary
E. Gerding

2", AJOURNEY

EMEMBRANCE

McHenry Funeral Home - June 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I loved being with or talking to Aunt Mary. She always had
interesting stories, jokes and up building comments. | am sorry that |
could not be with you today. Now Aunt Mary is with her brothers and
sisters for whom she so faithfully prayed. | will think of her with my
parents and our heavenly Father. As the last one she has come to
mind very often. It is so terribly difficult to loose a mother. My
thought and prayers are with each of you. Marylen Fromherz
Robinson

Marylen Robinson - June 15, 2013 at 02:01 PM

My Aunt Mary was always such a kick. | remember when | was
visiting her one time at Lipmann's in Corvallis, her son, Kenny called
her to find out what she was planning for supper...she told him
porcupine balls, which is a dish made with hamburger and rice. As
the meat cooks the rice swells and the pieces of meat resemble a
porcupine. | don't know what Kenny's question was as | only heard
one side, but she said to Kenny, "Yes Kenny, porcupines have balls
too!" What a kick....Jane

Jane Fromherz - June 12, 2013 at 09:00 PM



We want you all to know that we are sending love, hugs and prayers
for all the friends and family. Robbi and Ken we love you! John and
Gail Gray

Gail Gray - June 12, 2013 at 05:52 PM

I'd like to offer my condolences to the Gerding family. Your hearts
must ache for your Mother and | hope that you will keep these
promises of Psalms 34:18 close because Jehovah God is near to
those that are broken at heart; and those who are crushed in spirit
he saves.

ME - June 11, 2013 at 01:28 AM

You are in my thoughts and prayers. Sherrie

Sherrie Simmonds - June 13, 2013 at 12:30 PM



