Lawrence Decker Winiarski
July 10, 1940 - August 5, 2021

Lawrence Decker Winiarski, Sr.

Lawrence “Larry” Winiarski, (81) of Corvallis Oregon passed away at home on
August 5, 2021. He was preceded in death by his wife Flora (née Lester) and
his older brother Walter “Marion” Winiarski. Surviving immediate family include
his brother Frank, sons: Larry Jr, David, and Robert; and David's children:
Benjamin, Joshua, and Meredith. Larry cherished and reminisced about those
in his and Flora's families.

Larry was born on July 10, 1940 in Tegucigalpa Honduras to Walter and Alice
Winiarski. Walter was a mining engineer and Alice was a school teacher. In
1941, they moved to Leavenworth WA. In 1947, they settled in Kellogg ID,
where Larry graduated High School. In 1962, he received a B.S in Mechanical
Engineering from the University of Idaho. While working at General Dynamics
in San Diego, he met Flora Lester, a mechanical engineer from North
Carolina. They soon married. In 1964, Larry, Flora and one child moved to
Corvallis where they had two more children. In 1971, Larry earned his Ph.D. in
Mechanical Engineering at Oregon State University developing a formula to
measure flow through a “Pulse Jet”, an engine with no moving parts. Before
and after he graduated, he worked for the EPA. Larry and Flora, both
engineers, purchased land in the coast range outside of Corvallis and Flora
designed their home. Sadly, in 1979 Flora died. Larry, prayerfully found his
vocation in dedicating his knowledge, creativity, and technical skills to help
others.



Through the efforts of organizations and the like-minded, Dr. Larry Winiarski
became best known worldwide for the "rocket stove" concept, a set of designs
and principles for a stove to burn efficiently and safely. This appropriate
technology decreased labor, saved resources, lessened costs, and
substantially reduced smoke implicated in health issues. Rocket stoves are
adopted for and produced in businesses and millions of households. He
taught combustion principles and stove construction in North / Central
America, Africa, Haiti, Tonga, and Poland. Larry never sought riches but
worked hard to disseminate rocket stove principles. He travelled and
engineered for the poor. NGOs, friends and colleagues--who do good work
and many who have published articles--express being inspired by Larry's work
and contributions to the world.

Larry was devoted to Nativity of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Springfield Oregon. He was a member of the Willamette Grange #52 and
the Knights of Columbus. A widower, Larry started folk dancing and enjoyed it
even in later years. He created incinerators, experimented with gasifiers; and
met with persons who drive on wood. He was a Boy Scout leader and liked to
ski, bowhunt, camp, fish and snorkel in streams. He was the coach of the
regional championship team of “Olympics of the Mind” in 1983. He very much
liked to tinker, meet people, and teach his technical skills. He was proficient in
Spanish.

On Wednesday, August 25, viewing will be from 1 pm — 4 pm at the McHenry
Funeral Home, 206 NW 5th St. in Corvallis. On Saturday, August 28, at 10:30
am, a funeral and prayer service will be held at Nativity of the Mother of God
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 704 Aspen St, Springfield. A planned live stream
of the funeral service may be found under https://www.youtube.com/user/rjan
o/videos “Funeral of Larry Winiarski”. Later on Saturday, August 28 at 1:30
pm, “A Celebration of Larry's Life” will be held at Colgan's Island 79099, HWY
99 N, Cottage Grove. RSVP to frcolgan@gmail.com. A live stream will be at ht
tps:/lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=NjWfR5S7ac0. Or under Youtube
“Aprovecho Research” channel, search “Larry Winiarski Celebration of Life.”



Due to Covid-19 restrictions, please be vaccinated, use discretion, masks,
and social distancing. Later reunions TBD. Online condolences may be
posted at, https://www.mchenryfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Lawrence-Winiars
Ki/#!/TributeWall, According to your heart, please consider sharing with the
poor in practical ways; and donate to NGOs and charities.



Previous Events
Viewing

AUG 25. 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (PT)

McHenry Funeral Home
206 NW 5th St.
Corvallis, OR



Tribute Wall

Larry lived only a couple of miles from me and was always a great
friend and generous person who spent lots of time giving of himself
and his talents working with ordinary people from third world
countries and neighbors like me in the area. Who else besides Larry
would install a cat tractor diesel engine in their driveway to make
electricity without using Consumers Power for water pumping and
other everyday power needs? Larry was always interested in
solving everyday problems for reqular people like inventing pvc pipe
plumbing solutions for simple homes in areas with little government
infrastructure. He was a man of many interesting ideas and skills. |
always looked forward to getting together with Larry at EPA. He was
a great friend and neighbor.

Norm Glass

Norman Glass - August 24, 2021 at 12:16 AM
| am so sorry that Uncle Larry has passed. He performed many
good works in his lifetime helping people all over the world and had
a very giving heart. He has earned his place in heaven and eternal

rest. R.I.P. Uncle Larry!

Crystal Blanchard - August 23, 2021 at 02:12 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Susan Ann Hatlevig - August 19, 2021 at 03:39 PM



The Decker Family from Arizona send our condolences to our
cousins, Larry Jr., David, Robert, Uncle Frank and family. Know
that, we will miss, and always be grateful for the memories we have
of Uncle Larry, he was a remarkable human being.

His "Fire Will Always Burn Brightly in our Hearts!"

Love You!
Anthony Decker & Family.

Anthony Decker - August 18, 2021 at 01:57 PM

The Hoolyeh Folk Dance group in Corvallis, as well as others in the
surrounding folkdance community, would like to send their
condolences at Larry's passing. He was well-loved in the group and
always had a smile and a laugh to share. He was a very giving
person and would tell us about his engineering projects to help
people who were less fortunate in the world. He will be sorely

missed.

Susan Hatlevig - August 11, 2021 at 11:18 PM

Larry, David and Rob, our family is so sorry for your loss of your
Dad. He was an amazing person in so many ways and also helped
our family over many decades. He was a true friend. We have many
memories to share. Erika remembered details some of the rest of us

had forgotten.

Gail Patterson (Frick), Walter, Erika, Karl and David Frick

Gail Patterson - August 11, 2021 at 05:47 AM



Rob, So sorry for your loss. | always enjoyed my conversations with
your dad and remember him fondly. Dan & Julie Geisert

Dan Geisert - August 07, 2021 at 08:24 PM

Please accept my heartfelt condolences. | will always be grateful for

the memories | have of Dr. Winiarski.

Chris Berger - August 07, 2021 at 02:45 PM



