
Lawrence Floyd Griggs PhD
May 26, 1944 - September 13, 2020

Lawrence Floyd Griggs, 76, of Corvallis passed away on Sunday, September
13, 2020. Born on May 26, 1944 in Meridian, Mississippi to the late Joseph H.
Griggs and Mildred M. Griggs (Gaines), Larry moved to the Pacific Northwest
during his high school years where he met his wife, Diane L. Griggs (Gerry).
In 1972, he and his family relocated to Corvallis, Oregon so he could pursue a
Ph.D. at OSU. He spent the remainder of his life working and raising three
daughters in Corvallis. 

 

Lawrence was a devoted father and husband, and enjoyed sports, spending
time with his daughters and grandson, and sharing laughs with family and
friends. He will always be remembered for his educational values, passion for
creating opportunities for underrepresented college students, his humble
confidence, and genuine kindness. Larry loved the work he did for over 30
years at OSU, and spoke fondly of the students and staff he worked with, their
achievements and enjoyed staying connected with them. Post-retirement,
Larry volunteered with the Oregon Youth Authority mentoring incarcerated
youth of color. 

 

Survivors include his daughters Linda M. Griggs of Albany, New York, Andrea
B. Griggs of Portland, Oregon, Alicia G. Griggs of Albany, Oregon; grandson
Charles L. Daniel of Portland, Oregon. He is also survived by his brothers
Joseph H. Griggs of Honolulu, Hawaii, John A. Griggs of Burbank, California,



Alvin S. Griggs of Champaign, Illinois, and several nieces and nephews. He
was preceded in death by his wife Diane L. Griggs and brother Jasper Clark. 

 

Larry's daughters would like to thank everyone for their kindness and support
during this difficult time. In lieu of flowers, they'd like to encourage donating to
his Educational Opportunity Scholarship at OSU. To do so please visit: 

 

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/359/foundation/index.aspx?sid=359&gid=34&
pgid=1982&cid=3007&bledit=1&dids=869 (for electronic communications) 

 

or 
 

osufoundation.org/LawrenceGriggs (for printed materials) 
 

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
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Freddie Perez - October 12, 2020 at 03:57 PM

Dr. Griggs will be missed. He was there when I needed him most
and he was man who I looked up to. His support, advocacy, and
encouragement have forever inspired me to "pay it forward" to help
others as he helped me. I wish I had a chance to speak with him. I
love you Dr. Griggs. Thank you for everything.God bless you.
~Freddie Pérez, PhD

Natalie - October 09, 2020 at 03:27 PM

Thank you for your years of service, and condolences to your family.

Luz Maciel Villarroel, Ph.D. - September 14, 2020 at 10:55 PM

My Mentor and advocate of thousands of Educational Opportunity
Program at OSU, leaves a legacy of “Students Come First.” With
gratitude and respect forever Dr.Larry Griggs will be honored,
remembered and honored for his bravery to speak up, stand up and
support all students regardless of their ethnicity, gender, class, and
immigration status. One of a kind, very humane, kind and caring.
Forever will honor and support our students regardless of who they
are and where they come from in your honor, with respect and
gratitude, Dra.Luz Maciel Villarroel


