Jean Hall Reynolds

February 16, 1929 - October 5, 2019

Jean was born February 16, 1929 to Kenneth B. and Frances L. Hall in
Oregon City. She was their second child, her older brother James being born
4 years prior. Jean is actually her middle name, but she made me swear not to
reveal her real first name!

She grew up in the family home, attending primary schools in Lake Oswego
and graduating from Lincoln High School in 1947. Jean attended Oregon
State College (now University) where she followed in her mother’s footsteps
and pledged the Chi Omega sorority. Jean made many lifelong friends in Chi
Omega and stayed actively involved as an alumni becoming the long time
Foundation President.

During her years growing up in Lake Oswego, her father owned and operated
Spring Meadow Farms raising Black Angus cattle and Arabian horses. Jean
became and avid and accomplished horsewoman, winning many competitions
up and down the West Coast.

While at OSU, Jean met a young farmer from Corvallis named Ed Reynolds. A
month after graduating from OSC, Ed and Jean were married on July 14,

1951.The honeymoon was spent in Vancouver and Victoria, B.C., Canada.

Upon returning to the Corvallis area, Ed and Jean started a ranch south of



Philomath on Belfountain Road, raising sheep and Angus cattle. After four
years, Ed and Jean decided to get out of the livestock business and returned
to Ed’s family farm to take over operations from Ed’s father, Jay. Ed started a
new business, Reynolds Oil Company, to take advantage of the down time in
the winter by delivering heating oil. Harvesting grass seed crops in the
summer and delivering oil in the winter kept them busy, Ed doing the farming
and oil deliveries and Jean driving seed trucks and doing the books. Still, they
had time to go on trips with friends all over the state and occasionally to Reno,
Nevada.

In 1960 the couple welcomed their only child, Kenneth Jay into the family.
Over the next decade they worked hard and expanded the farm with Ed
handling the daily operations and Jean managing the books (and Kenny).

Jean lived a life of purpose and had a passion for volunteering. She was a
member of PEO, Daughters of the Nile, Corvallis Elks, and a founding
member of the Corvallis Assistance League. She didn’t just show up at these
organizations, she immersed herself in leadership roles and the clubs
activities. Jean was the first President of the Corvallis Assistance League, and
served many years as the head of the Chi Omega Foundation. She also
served on various committees for the Corvallis Country Club, and was on the
Benton County Elections Board.

In 1975, Ed and Jean purchased a half interest in a Cabana motor home.
Thus began a 22-year love affair with RVing. They covered the continental
United States from coast to coast, usually traveling with a group of their best
friends. Their excursions led them as far south as Cancun, Mexico and all the
way north to Alaska. Their love of travel also took them around the world with
stops in Europe, China, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and cruises in the
Caribbean. Jean was the travel agent for these adventures, managing all the
bookings and planning.



In 1984, having seen much of the country by RV and never stopping for more
than a week in one place, they discovered the Palm Springs area and fell in
love with it. After 13 years of traveling to Palm Springs and staying in one spot
for three months a year in their RV, Ed and Jean purchased a home in Palm
Desert in 1997. The two would spend the fall and winter in their new home,
returning to Corvallis in April so Ed could help out on the farm, leaving after
harvest for the Campbell River, Canada and enjoying a month of Salmon
fishing.

Jean was an avid OSU Beavers fan, holding season tickets for football and
basketball since 1955. She also loved to play golf, mostly at the Corvallis
Country Club and then at their home course in Palm Desert.

But most of all, Jean loved being a mom to her son, and a grandmother to her
3 grandchildren. She loved to take them to the beach in the motor home and
especially loved their visits to Palm Desert. Even as her health deteriorated
this last year, she was determined to see her oldest grandsons wedding,
which she attended this August. She was on cloud nine for weeks after that,
she was so proud of her family.

Jean was preceded in death by her husband of 56 2 years Ed. She is
survived by her son and daughter-in-law Kenny and Heidi Reynolds, and her
niece, Mickie Hoff (Eric), nephew, Peter Hall (Cindy), grandsons Cole
Reynolds (Alyssa), Luke Reynolds, and granddaughter Megan Reynolds.

There will be a reception to honor Jean’s life on Sunday, November 3, 2019 at
the Corvallis Country Club from 2:00 pm to 6 pm.

In lieu of flowers, Jean would have wanted memorials to be made to either the



Assistance League of Corvallis https://www.assistanceleague.org/corvallis/ or
PEO Philanthropic Educational Organization https://peooregon.org/

The family would like to express our deepest and most heartfelt thanks to the
staff at Timberhill Assisted Living and Lumina Hospice. Your loving and caring
support of Jean (and us) these last few years will never be forgotten by her
family. Cheers to you all.



Previous Events

Reception

NOV 3. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (PT)

Corvallis Club
1850 SW Whiteside Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97333



Tribute Wall

What a wonderful lady. My condolences to Kenny and family.

John Liljeberg - October 17, 2019 at 01:41 PM
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McHenry Funeral Home - October 14, 2019 at 05:47 PM




