Jean S. Phipps

July 31, 1922 - June 6, 2021

On Sunday, June 6, 2021, Jean Frances Phipps peacefully passed away,
surrounded by family and loved ones. She was 98 years old. Jean was born in
1922 to Nina and Thomas J. Strickland in Rock Island, Ill. Her long and storied
career as a nurse took her from Rock Island to Chicago, Texas, California,
and finally Oregon. In every place she lived, she cultivated friendships she
would treasure through all the years to come.

Jean graduated from Rock Island Sr. High in 1940 and attended three-year
nursing school at Ravenswood Hospital in Chicago, moving from a town of
42,000 to a city of 3.4 million with plenty of courage and pluck. After Jean
graduated with an RN degree in 1943, she went on to become a surgical
nurse, and work in private duty, as the Assistant Director of Nurses at a
convalescent hospital, and for the Infantile Paralysis Foundation.

While working in Rockford, lll., during a polio outbreak, Jean met Captain J.K.
Phipps, who was stationed at the nearby Camp Grant. The two fell in love and
married on August 5, 1946, 5 days after July 31 - which was both their
birthdays!

They spent 62 happy years together, living in Marshall, Texas, Rock Island,
lll., Anaheim, Calif. and Corvallis Ore. While in Anaheim, the two grew their
family with the addition of their daughters. After retirement, Jean and J.K.
followed them to the Pacific Northwest, where they got to spend plenty of time



with their grandchildren.

Jean and J.K. were also avid travelers and crossed the world during their time
together. But Jean never let her adventures get in the way of what she truly
treasured- her many friends, her family, her church, her patients, and her
community. In her spare time, she enjoyed reading, baking (and everyone who
knew her enjoyed her baking as well!), and handwork.

She was a member of the Methodist Church, OSU Extension Group, Friday
Study Club, DAR, and PEO. When asked what she wanted to be remembered
for, Jean said her sense of humor!

Jean's husband preceded her in death, and she is survived by her daughters,
Linda, Vicki, and Elaine, her son-in-law Karl, her granddaughters Netra,
Laurel, and Anna, her grandson-in-law Raj, and her great-granddaughter (and
the apple of her eye) Anita.

Jean's service and memorial will be held at the First United Methodist Church
at 1165 NW Monroe Ave, in Corvallis on Wednesday, June 16 at 11am. Cards
and condolences can be sent care of the McHenry Funeral Home at 206 NW
5th St, Corvallis, OR 97330. She will be buried beside her beloved husband at
Oak Lawn Cemetery. Memorials may be made to Safe Haven Animal Shelter
in Albany, OR.



Cemetery Details

Oak Lawn Cemetery

2245 SW Whiteside Drive
Corvallis, OR 97333
(541) 753-4532

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUN 16. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (PT)

First United Methodist Church
1165 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis, OR



Tribute Wall

To the family of Mrs. Jean Phipps,

It wasn’t until today that | learned of your Mother’s passing when |
read it on the Anaheim United Methodist Church prayer chain. Linda
was one of my best friends while attending Anaheim High
School.and | remember so well spending time at the Phipps’ home.
Linda and I long ago lost contact, but she and her family will always
be a part of my memories. As | read Mrs Phipps obituary and her
love of family, it brought back so many memories - like the living
room wall which had Linda and Vickie’s school photos for every
single year. How impressive and beautifully done it was!

I, too, lost my Dad. He was quite young when he passed (age 60),
but | do have the blessing of my Mom at age 102 living in my home.
| can only imagine the loss you must have felt saying goodbye to
your Mother. | send to all of Mr. and Mrs Phipps family my heartfelt
condolences. May you all be blessed with peace and keep her
wonderful legacy alive. God bless you all and, Linda, | would love to
hear from you.

Janet Kerns Ramsey

Jjkramsey@sbcglobal.net

Janet Kerns Ramsey - June 28, 2021 at 09:47 PM
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