
Frank William Adams
February 17, 1925 - September 13, 2015

Dr. Frank William Adams, age 90, died Sunday in his Corvallis, OR, home. He
lived a full life dedicated to his family, faith, and community. 

 Born in Billings, MT, he was the son of Dr. Frank W. and Julia E. (Kelley)
Adams. He received his B.S. from Montana State University in 1948, his M.S.
from Oregon State College in 1951, and his Ph.D. in zoology from OSU in
1965. 

 He served in the U.S. Army during WWII in both the European and Pacific
theaters. 

 He married Mary Margaret Bollenbeck in 1947. A year later they moved to
Corvallis. While completing his studies and working days and nights, he
actively participated in raising their seven children, all of whom graduated
from OSU. 

 He started at Oregon State College in 1953, was on the research faculty in the
Agricultural Chemistry department at OSU, and retired in 1990. His research
interests included nutrition influences on physiology and embryology, and
chemical environmental influences on biological tissues. 

 While at OSU, he served on numerous committees and professional
associations, received the OSEA-OSU faculty Chapter No. 72 Employee of
the Year Award (1977), and was elected President of the OSEA-OSU Faculty
Chapter (1975) and President of OSU Chapter Sigma Xi (1985). 

 In 1939 he earned his Eagle rank in Boy Scouts, and continued to exemplify
the spirit of scouting by actively serving scouting organizations throughout his



adult life. 
 He is Past Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus; was a song leader and sang

with the church choir for many years; was a lector; and a member of the
parish council. In retirement, he volunteered for Dial-A-Bus, Life Line, and
Meals on Wheels. 

 Frank’s other interests included gardening, attending the Portland and Seattle
operas, camping, and travelling. 

 He is preceded in death by his wife, Mary, and his sister Judy Culver. 
 He is survived by his sister Barbara Genest of Billings; sons David Adams and

wife Carla, Michael Adams and wife Suzanne, and Brian Adams and wife
Barbara Badgett; daughters Mary Kay Moment and husband Robert, Patricia
Adams and husband James Whitson, Karen Adams and Thad Gerheim, and
Susan Adams; seven grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

 Mass of Christian Burial will be at 11:00 am on Tuesday, September 22nd, at
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Inurnment will follow in the St. Mary’s Catholic
Cemetery. Father Ignacio Llorente will officiate. 

 A vigil service will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday, September 21, at McHenry
Funeral Home. 

 In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to Benton County Hospice in
care of McHenry Funeral Home, 206 NW Fifth St., Corvallis, OR 97330.



Cemetery Details

St. Mary's Cemetery

Corvallis, OR

Previous Events

Graveside Service

SEP 22. 1:30 AM (PT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
501 NW 25th St.
Corvallis, OR

Funeral Mass

SEP 22. 11:00 AM (PT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
501 NW 25th St.
Corvallis, OR



Tribute Wall

RC

McHenry Funeral Home - October 07, 2015 at 04:09 PM

McHenry Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Frank
William Adams

Rosalie Christy - September 22, 2015 at 01:47 PM

Frank lived just across 16th and a few houses north from our house.
He and his family have been good neighbors for many, many years
and he will be missed. I don't know if our family came to 16th prior
to the Adams or later but it has been 30 or more years for each
family, I believe. He will be a loss to our neighborhood. Sincere
condolences to his family from the Christy family. 

 with sympathy, Rosalie Christy
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Pamela Moehring - September 21, 2015 at 08:07 AM

My deepest sympathy to Frank's family and friends. 
  

I met - and felt "adopted" by - the Adams family when I was an OSU
grad student in the late 1970s. Memories include holidays on 16th
Street, a camping trip to British Columbia, my own graduation -
when Frank volunteered to hood doctoral candidates, and then, with
Mary, hosted a party in their yard, later travels with my parents, and
our ongoing telephone exchanges - always a delight. 

  
May Frank rest in the acceptance, care, peace and love he so
generously shared. 

  
Sister Pamela Moehring 

 Madison, Wisconsin

Rosemary Mitchell Lee - September 20, 2015 at 07:17 PM

You Adams children and your families have our most sincere
sympathy in the loss of your father. Frank was a good, gentle,
caring man who will be missed by so many--friends, family and
those he helped in his volunteer capacity. Barb, especially, will miss
his faithful evening calls which cheered her, I know. I plan to spend
Tuesday with her in Billings, so we will be thinking of you. God bless
you all. Cousin Rosemary & Dick Lee.

Barbara Fitzgerald - September 20, 2015 at 02:08 PM

My heartfelt sympathy to the entire Adam's family. I remeber you all
as we went to school together at St. Mary's and often riding my bike
past your house. God bless you all during this time. 

  
Barbara Fitzgerald


