
Eugene Hermansen
May 24, 1924 - July 30, 2011

Eugene “Hermie” Hermansen passed away peacefully of natural causes on
Saturday, July 30, in the company of his loving family. 
Hermie’s life as a native Oregonian and lifetime Philomath resident began 87
years earlier on a Saturday morning at Jefferson, the fourth of six children of
Arnold C. and Mabel (Borton) Hermansen. Growing up in Philomath, where
most of the small population knew each other, was a pleasant early life. 

 In 1946, Hermie married his high school sweetheart, Henrietta Oleman, in
Corvallis while on a U.S. Navy leave. Upon his discharge after serving with
the Navy Carrier Aircraft Service in the Pacific Theater in World War II, Hermie
and Henrietta returned to Philomath to live and raise their family, being
blessed with three loving children, Debra Sue, Heidi Cay and Marty Douglas. 

 Hermie was always active and involved in his children’s and grandchildren’s
activities, especially sports, spending a great amount of time and travel to
watch their sports teams in support. Hermie always wanted to be remembered
for his great love for his family and their achievements. 

 Attending and receiving his education in the Philomath schools, he was
blessed with several achievements during his athletic activities: graduating
with the honor of Outstanding Athlete in his graduating class, playing on the
1939 State B Football Championship team, being a three-sport varsity
letterman for his last three years of school, and being honored by the offer of
an athletic scholarship from Willamette University. 

 Being active in sports, Hermie later played AAU basketball and baseball for



many years. 
 After his military service, Hermie began working in the logging and lumber

industry before starting his dedicated and beloved work for the Philomath
School District as the director of the “new” high school pool, which opened in
1960. 

 The highlight of his career was teaching swimming to PE students, American
Red Cross learn-to-swim classes, and the Dolphin Swim Team. Hermie retired
after 26 years of working at the pool and teaching children in the community to
swim. 

 Hermie’s hobbies of fishing and hunting allowed him to travel all over Oregon.
Hermie also enjoyed traveling across the country to his Navy reunions. 

 Hermie was preceded in death by Henrietta, his wife of 51 years; brother
Robert of Philomath; and sisters Eleanor of Otis and Sybil of Tillamook. 

 Hermie is survived by his daughters, Debra and her husband, Chris Wyne, of
Brownsville, and Heidi and her husband, David Armstrong, of Aurora; his son
Marty and his wife, Sonia, of Canby; his sister, Delilah Plunket of Brookings;
his brother, Carl of Albany; and his grandchildren Sean, Martha and Jeremiah
Wyne, Shelby and Alyse Armstrong, and Hailey and Chandler Hermansen. 

 A viewing will take place from 4 to 7 p.m. today, and a service at 10 a.m. on
Monday, Aug. 8, at McHenry Funeral Home in Corvallis. Committal at Oak
Lawn Cemetery in Corvallis will follow the service. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in his name can be made to the Philomath Swim Pool
Foundation in care of McHenry Funeral Home.



Tribute Wall

RS

DS

JE

GC

Rhonda Flatz Stouder - August 08, 2011 at 11:16 AM

Heidi, Debbie and Marty, 
I have so many wonderful memories of your Dad. He is a great
gentle man! He impacted so many of us through the Clemen's Swim
Pool that he so lovingly cared for! 
I will see you later this morning. 
We are all so blessed to have had Hermie in our lives... thank you
for sharing him! 
Peace to you all, 
Rhonda Flatz Stouder

Dena Sexton - August 06, 2011 at 10:26 PM

Hermie always took the time to make sure all of us little kids
understood the rules and reminded us to have fun, what a nice man
he was.

Jennifer - August 05, 2011 at 04:34 PM

My deepest sympathies to the family. Hermie and Henrietta where
such amazing people. Some of my best childhood memories where
summers spent on the Dolphin swim team. May you rest in peace. I
hope the family finds comfort to know that both of them touched so
many lives.

Gary & Diana Cox - August 05, 2011 at 02:40 PM

What a legacy he left, a great Warrior, never to ge forgottenB



DS

MH

Deanna Schlacht - August 05, 2011 at 12:02 PM

Hermie will be missed by all of us that grew up in Philomath and
were blessed to have him be a part of our lives. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to his family. Dana Schlacht

Marcia Haney - August 05, 2011 at 11:45 AM

From learning to swim, being a Dolphin, life guarding, teaching
swim lessons, cleaning locker rooms, painting the pool, and eating
his wonderful apples. He was my mentor, a boss, sometimes a
pseudo father, but most of all a friend. He is definitely part of who I
am today! Thank you Hermie! 
Hermie and Henrietta where a big part of me growning up and I will
never forget them. 
Unfortunately we will not be able to attend the funeral as we are
taking a last family vacation before my youngest leave for the Army.
Our thoughts will be with you on this day. 
Sympathy and love to the family. 
Deepest Sympathy, 
Marcia Chambers Haney (Dick, Kyle and Brandon)


