Elaine Mavis Holmes
June 8, 1943 - November 16, 2024

Elaine Mavis Holmes, age 81, of Corvallis died Saturday, November 16, 2024.

Elaine was born on June 8th, 1943 in Breckenridge, MN to Arthur and
Catherine Paulson of Mantador, ND. She was raised on a family farm and in
1961 graduated high school from St. Francis Academy in Hankinson, ND.
After graduation she moved with her older sister Monica first to Minneapolis
and then to San Francisco.

In April of 1968, Elaine and her roommate Anita went out to a bar, The Giriffin,
in the Marina District of San Francisco. It was the bartender (Paul Lee) who
introduced them to two young men, Al Holmes and Tom Woodnutt. And so
began the start of two marriages and lifelong friends.

Al and Elaine were married on May 31st 1969. In 1972 they welcomed their
son, Chris, into the world. Three years later they were blessed with their first
daughter, Cathy. They moved their young family to Oregon in 1976 and were
blessed with their second daughter Sarah in 1978. In 1982 they settled
outside of Corvallis. For their 20th wedding anniversary in 1989 they bought a
lot in the hills outside Corvallis, built their dream home and have remained
there since.

Elaine went back to work in the banking industry in the early 80s. In 1995 she



left banking and returned to school to where she graduated with honors. After
graduation, she worked at Oregon State University in financial management
for the Department of Crop and Soil Science until her retirement in 2010.
Throughout her life she enjoyed crafts such as knitting, crocheting and
quilting. Many years she would enter her work to county and state fairs, often
winning best in class awards and accolades. Gardening was second nature to
her, having grown up on a farm. She would always have lots of plants and
flowers around, in-doors and out.

In January of 2006 she received a new titte—Grandma. She was so proud of
all four of her grandkids, Samantha, Ashley, Megan, and Ryan.

She is survived by her husband, children, grandchildren, brother Dave, and
sister Mary.

She is preceded in death by her parents, sisters Monica and Carol and her
brother LeRoy.

Please share your thoughts and memories for the family at www.McHenryFun
eralHome.com.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

NOV 25. 10:00 AM (PT)

McHenry Funeral Home

206 NW 5th St.

Corvallis, OR 97330

(541) 757-8141
info@mchenryfuneralhome.com

There will be a reception following the service


mailto:info@mchenryfuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall

I am deeply saddened by the loss of our dear colleague, Elaine
Holmes. She brought unwavering dedication, creatively, and
kindness to our team at OSU Crop and Soil Admin office, leaving a
lasting mark on both our work and our heatrts.

Elaine’s positive working attitude and her ability to solve complex
problems was truly inspiring.

Beyond her professional excellence, Elaine was a friend to all of us,
always ready with a kind word or a helping hand. I'll never forgot
how Elaine’s hard works to finish projects on timely manner.

Elaine will forever be remembered. My thoughts and prayers are
with Elaine’s family during this difficult time. May Elaine rest in
peace.

Friend and colleague — Shirley Chow

Shirley Sheng - December 17, 2024 at 10:45 PM



