Gary Massoni
August 7, 1942 - November 3, 2019

Gary Massoni, of Corvallis, died on Sunday, November 3, 2019 in Corvallis.
Obituary is being prepared.
Services will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at the First
Congregational Church, 4515 SW West Hills Road, Corvallis, Oregon.
https://www.corvallisucc.org/

Comments

“

Seeing the picture of Gary Massoni smiling at the top of this page reminds us of his
greatest gift to us: joy. No matter how difficult it was at the Jackson campaign office
or at Rainbow/PUSH when there were insufficient resources to meet the huge
demands thrust upon us by the mission, there was Gary's smile to lighten the load so
that we may carry on. His smile said it all: be kind to yourself so that you may serve
others better. Spread joy into the life of others so that we may all live in dignity and
grace. I'm sad that he left us so soon with many projects and stories still to be
completed and shared, but Gary has already done so much. He's answering another
call now, rest in peace, brother. I'll remember your gentle spirit, vigilant love of
justice, and humility. Love and Joy to everyone in the Rainbow Family - Eddie Wong,
Oakland, CA

Edward Wong - November 14 at 02:25 AM

“

Gary Massoni
1942-2019
The shock and sadness I feel over the sudden death of Gary Massoni is tempered
only by the knowledge that his life and witness will long outlive him.
From the days of Operation Breadbasket when he labored among us as a deeply
committed and competent staffer, through decades as Rev. Jesse Jackson’s trusted
aide, Gary was always the insightful, hard working and humble servant of justice.
Gary’s written legacy, “Perspectives on Operation Breadbasket” formed the basis of
my more recently published book on Breadbasket. I am totally indebted to him, to his
encouragement and friendship.
Gary has been a loyal and generous alum of Chicago Theological Seminary. He will
be missed especially by the Rainbow PUSH family among many persons across
Chicago. His warmth, intelligence, love of family and passion for racial equality
cannot be measured.
My heart goes out to you, Betty, your daughters and families. A curious current of
energy and love makes it way today between Chicago and Corvallis.
Love, Rev. Martin Deppe
November 11, 2019

Martin Deppe - November 11 at 04:56 PM

“

Karen Stephenson lit a candle in memory of Gary Massoni

Karen Stephenson - November 09 at 07:46 PM

“

Rev. Massoni, you and Mrs.Massoni have always been a joy in my life. I will miss you
so much.
Felicia

Felicia - November 09 at 07:46 PM

“

Mrs. Massoni, special thoughts and heartfelt prayers are with you and your family
during this time of sorrow. Prayers love Alfreda Weathers

Msaweathers@gmail.com - November 08 at 05:25 PM

“

Patricia Velez lit a candle in memory of Gary Massoni

Patricia Velez - November 08 at 03:46 PM

“

My heart is so heavy knowing that such a wonderful man is no longer with us! You
were such a compassionate man. To know you, was to love you. I was very blessed
to have been able to work alongside you at Rainbow PUSH. Rev. Massoni, you will
truly be missed!!
My sincerest condolences and prayers to the family.

Patricia Velez - November 08 at 03:46 PM

“

It was always a joy to see Gary come into town. He would share with me many of the
great life moments he had been a part of at Rainbow PUSH Coalition. He was very
wise.
Gary left a monumental impression on this world. He truly will be missed. To his
family and loved ones, I offer my condolences and prayers.
Sandra McKinley

SANDRA MCKINLEY - November 08 at 01:32 PM

“

Jason Robinson sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary Massoni

Jason Robinson - November 08 at 08:50 AM

“

When I think of the song, “Let There Be Peace On Earth (and let it begin with me),” I
think of Rev. Gary Massoni. He didn’t just “sing” those lyrics; he actually
“demonstrated” them.
It has been an honor working with him at the Rainbow PUSH Coalition.
To his family, I offer condolences and prayers, and I thank you for sharing him with all
of us and with the entire world.

Jason Robinson
Jason Robinson - November 08 at 06:55 AM

“

Marjorie McKinnon-Price sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary Massoni

Marjorie McKinnon-Price - November 07 at 01:40 PM

“

Marjorie McKinnon-Price lit a candle in memory of Gary Massoni

Marjorie McKinnon-Price - November 07 at 01:39 PM

“

My heart is heavy as my mind slowly accepts the reality of Gary's transition. As an
employee of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, I had the pleasure and honor to work and
interact with Gary for about 20 years. I could always count on him for counsel,
support and a warming smile. I am sending my deepest condolences and prayers to
his family. I know the Heavenly Bodies would say "Job well done humble servant
Gary; Rest with us in Heaven.
Marjorie McKinnon-Price

Marjorie McKinnon-Price - November 07 at 01:22 PM

“

Rest in Power Gary-Don Kuss.

Donald Kuss - November 05 at 02:03 PM

